HISTORY

FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. is an Argentine firm founded in 1927 by Francisco Binello and to the present day it has been run by the same family group.

We manufacture all kinds of narrow fabrics such as lace trimmings, elastics, passementerie, cords, braid work, cut ribbons, bands, and embroidery and handicraft fabrics.  In short, we produce all kinds of narrow goods for the clothing and footwear industries, notions stores and hobbies. 

Since 1943, FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. has been located at the same address and it now extends over a surface area  of  2,500 sq m occupied by the factory and the administrative offices. The whole property belongs to its directors.

FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. is widely known in the local and regional markets both for its long tradition in the industry as well as for its first-quality products and wide business experience.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors is made up of Oscar Binello (President), Carlos Obertello (Vice-President) and Carola Binello (Director).  They are the sole shareholders.  Martín Sagardoy Arce is head of Administration and Finance, Federico Vila Sanchez is Marketing Manager, and Guillermo Obertello is Production Manager.

PRODUCTION CAPACITY

The factory is equipped with 30 weaving machines with an average age of 7 years.  The twisting and braiding sectors as well as the sector for the manufacturing of cords and cut ribbons are equipped with state-of-the art machinery.

In-house finishing takes place in a thermo-setting machine and continuous steel plates.   The goods are thoroughly scanned and measured by mechanical and electronic devices during their production. The company itself organizes deliveries and works under a JIT inventory system that enables to respond to purchase orders in real time.

Monthly production averages 2 million meters of woven products and a similar amount of cords and braids. The firm has 60 full time employees but during the high season, contract staff is required.  We work around-the-clock.

Last March we introduced a new computer system known as Program Logic Control (PLC) providing information through sensors connected to our equipment.  A customized software network enables control over the production process, draws up statistics, detects flaws during the process and guarantees consistent quality.

Thanks to this new technology, production is faster and responds directly to purchase orders, avoiding surplus stock and backlogs.  

QUALITY AND TECHNOLOGY

Quality is an on-going concern of the company, which has a modern Quality Assurance Department meeting ISO 9002 standards.  All areas of the organization are under a “continuous improvement” system.

We have designed many of the machines we employ and some are now sold around the world.

In 1998 the firm was honored by “ Fundación Export-ar ” with a Special Mention awarded to companies that had incorporated new technologies. This is a major distinction that is presented by the Argentine President himself.

MARKETING

The company’s national distribution system -one of the most important of the industry- makes it possible to sell 80% of its production to wholesalers and retailers throughout the country.

The rest is exported mainly to Mercosur countries, in many cases through exclusive distributors.  The company also exports to the United States, France, Italy, Great Britain, Venezuela, Chile and Peru.  “FB” products are present in over 22 countries.  Its sale force is made up of 14 sales representatives, 6 being exclusive for the company.

FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. has been appointed “First Supplier” of Wal Mart International and currently supplies Wal Mart  Argentina  and Wal Mart Brazil.

Every year it participates as exhibitor at the most important trade fairs, both in Argentina and abroad.

NOTIONS LINE PRODUCTS (“LINEA MERCERIA”)

All year round FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. offers notions wholesalers throughout the country a permanent line of classical products of the “NOTIONS LINE” (fringes, laces, cords, elastics, passementerie, etc.) adequately packaged and displayed in specially designed racks.  The company is responsible for the automatic replenishment.

CAROLA BINELLO HANDICRAFTS LINE (“LINEA MANUALIDADES”)

The “HANDICRAFTS LINE” includes embroidery fabrics and edgings, crochet threads, patterned embroidery canvas and fabrics to make party favors. The main products of the line were fully developed by our company and are protected by international letter patents  (in force in some countries and still pending in others).

To support the “ Carola Binello Handicrafts Line" courses organized by the firm are held at the main stores; handbooks have been published, and there is a fluid customer service line to answer queries.

During the summer season, FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A. offers a range of Christmas items, in blisters or larger pieces designed for both end users and customers to make their own Christmas decorations.

BOOKSTORES

A strategic decision was recently made to introduce the Carola Binello Handicrafts line in bookstores.

For this purpose, an expert with a track record in the industry joined the company and developed special packaging and new national and imported products designed for bookstores.

LAS IDEAS DE CAROLA (monthly publication)

“ Las Ideas de Carola” (Carola’s Ideas) is a monthly publication launched in September 1998 by FRANCISCO BINELLO S.A. as an aid teaching how to use our materials. This magazine is sold in news stands throughout the country (surface area of Argentina: 2,790,000 sq km) 

Given its excellent quality, it is also distributed in those countries where the “ Carola Binello Handicrafts Line” is sold.

“Los Libros de Carola” is a book series also edited by us with the same purpose.

CAROLA BINELLO FASHION LINE (“LINEA MODA”)

Twice a year, in June and November, the company presents its Spring-Summer and Autumn-Winter Carola Binello Collection of fashion accessories.

Given our excellent information system, we are able to offer our fashion products for the European season as well, exporting to markets as demanding as the French.

CAROLA BINELLO HANDICRAFTS SCHOOL

FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA S.A. together with COATS-CADENA founded the "Carola Binello Handicrafts School". The aim of this institution is to train employees and owners of wholesale and retail outlets in marketing skills and technical knowledge of our products. It also certifies handicraft instructors to teach with the same materials.  Every year the School travels inland to conduct courses for thousands of end users.

KNOW-HOW AGREEMENTS

FRANCISCO BINELLO Y CIA.S.A.  is currently offering to the international market the complete know-how for the manufacturing, marketing and sale of the "Carola Binello Handicrafts Line" developed entirely by the firm.  The main products of this line are protected by international letter patents (some pending) and registered trademarks.

Buenos Aires, Argentina, January 2001

